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ers and players to meet and reach full agree-
ment at the bargaining table so that another
season won't be in jeopardy.

Remarks at the Dedication of the
Dean B. Ellis Library at Arkansas
State University in Jonesboro,
Arkansas

April 3, 1995

Thank you very much. I think Molly Mayer
did a great job, don't you? [Applause] | am
delighted to be here today with so many old
friends. I look out across this crowd and see
a great portion of my life looking back at me,
and I'm glad to see you all here.

I'm delighted to be back at ASU. I got
myself a list from my staff—as | get older
my memory begins to fade—I got my staff
to pull up a list of all the times | have been
here at least in official capacity to this cam-
pus as Governor, and we found—or as attor-
ney general—we found a dozen times. I've
been here a dozen more times, | know, just
to see students and have meetings. But it is
wonderful to be back here.

I was glad to see Gene Smith giving his
speech. And I'm kind of glad you didn't let
him retire. [Laughter] He looks young
enough to keep working to me, and he’s cer-
tainly done a wonderful job. I thank my
friend, John Trout, for what he said. I cannot
even begin to recount all the instances in
which I worked with people from Craighead
County and indeed from all of northeast Ar-
kansas in trying to generate more economic
opportunities here. | was very glad to be ac-
companied here today by two of your former
presidents, Carl Whillock and, of course,
Congressman Thornton.

And Rodney Slater and Mack McLarty and
I all came up on a helicopter. We didn't
mean to interrupt your ceremony, but any-
way, it's not a bad sight to see us coming
down. And we were all talking about all the
changes that had occurred at ASU over the
last several years and how much better things
are. And for that | thank all the members
of the board of trustees, Larry Ross and the
others. And I'm glad to see a lot of people
| appointed still serving. That’s an immensely
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rewarding thing, as well as the members of
the board of higher education.

I'd like to say a special word of thanks to
Congresswoman Blanche Lambert Lincoln
for what is literally a ferocious job of lobbying
she does in behalf of the interest of the peo-
ple of the first district. There is no Member
of the House of Representatives who is on
my doorstep more often for more different
things. And when | complained about it one
day, she said, “Well, that’s just the way you
used to behave when you were Governor.”
[Laughter]

Let me say a special word of thanks to the
members of the Arkansas Legislature | see
out here in the audience. One of them was
in Washington the other day for a meeting,
and he said, “You know, I kind of miss you,
and | never thought I'd say that.” [Laughter]

I remember coming here in 1977 when
| was attorney general. This is how | really
got interested in helping ASU. | came here
to speak to a commencement. And it was
supposed to be a beautiful day like this, and
instead it rained, and we had to go inside
to the old field house where there was no
air conditioning. And the rain—you know
how it is when it gets warm here. The rain
just makes it worse. The humidity was siz-
zling around. No one could breathe. The fac-
ulty and the students were suffocating in
their beautiful robes. And | gave a 6-minute
speech. [Laughter] And I made up my mind
that if God ever gave me the opportunity to
serve long enough, I'd build us a place with
air conditioning where 1 could give a longer
speech. [Laughter] And that's how the Con-
vocation Center got started.

I have enjoyed immensely being involved
with this wonderful place. It was mentioned
already, the Communications and Education
Building and the Convocation Center, and
now this library. I'll never forget the first
time | went to an event in the Convocation
Center. I've seen a lot of games, a lot of ath-
letics. | remember the first time Jonesboro
got to host the AAU national championship
basketball tournament. And | came and saw
two high school kids play basketball, named
Chris Webber and Grant Hill, who later had
a pretty good career, all because they had
the experience of playing basketball here
when they were 16 years of age.
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I'd also like to say a special word of appre-
ciation to all of you who have run all of the
programs here, the extra-curricular programs
here at the university. And I'd like to say a
special word of appreciation to one of your
students who became very, very famous this
year in that remarkable, wonderful contribu-
tion to our understanding of American life,
“Hoop Dreams.” Arthur Agee has really
been a great example of what we could do
with our dreams.

I'd like to say one other word of introduc-
tion. I was profoundly pleased to know that
a special part of this new library has been
set aside for a Delta Studies Center. As has
already been said, the Delta region of our
State has always had special meaning for me.
When | was a boy coming home from college,
I used to take a day of my Christmas vacation
every year and just drive around in the Delta.
I never saw a place that was so poor economi-
cally and so rich in spirit and people.

And when | was head of the Lower Mis-
sissippi Delta Study Commission, we made
a common commitment to try to invest more
in our people so that we could be rich in
spirit and rich economically. And | know that
this studies center will carry on the work of
that commission and will continue its impor-
tant mission.

I'd like to say also that—all of you know
this, and it’s already been said, but—I actu-
ally ran for Governor for a pretty simple and
straightforward reason many years ago. |
wanted to see the people of my State have
the same opportunities as the people of the
rest of this country had. And | believed that
the only way we could do it was by con-
centrating on building the economy, main-
taining our unique quality of life, and educat-
ing our people, and doing it in a spirit of
partnership.

All my life | had seen our State held down
by public leaders who played on our fears
and divided us one from another. And for
a good long time here in Arkansas now we've
been working in the opposite direction, de-
veloping our economy, educating our people,
preserving our quality of life, and working
together.

I think it’s pretty clear that that course has
been more successful. If you look at the faces
of the young people here, if you look at all
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of you here, not only from the cities of east-
ern Arkansas but from the smallest little
hamlets who support Arkansas State Univer-
sity, if you look at the remarkable job growth
our State has enjoyed just in the last few
years, after a decade of struggling to modern-
ize our economy, it is obvious that we made
the right decision as a people.

I ran for President because just as |
thought Arkansas was going to catch up to
the rest of the country, our country was clear-
ly having problems getting into the next cen-
tury with the American dream of opportunity
for all alive.

We live in a very unusual time, indeed,
almost without precedent | think, in human
history, where our economy is growing but
most of our people say they feel insecure.
How can that happen? How could we have
2 years where we’'d have over 6 million new
jobs, a dramatic drop in the unemployment
rate, the lowest rates of inflation and unem-
ployment combined in 25 years, and still, a
majority of the American people say, “I am
really worried about my future.”

It has happened because of what Ameri-
ca’s role in the global economy is doing to
the lives of ordinary Americans. It has hap-
pened because even as we create more jobs,
most people haven’t had an increase in their
income, and there is increasing inequality in
America.

From the year | was born at the end of
World War 11l until the year | was elected
Governor in 1978, America rose together
economically. Every income group and every
region was doing better, and they were rising
together. But in the last 15 years, that’s all
changed. And it makes your mission even
more important.

In the last 15 years, the wealthiest and best
educated Americans have done right well as
we've moved in the global economy. About
a third of us are doing fine. But about 60
percent of us are working harder for the
same or lower wages, so that even when we
create jobs in America, many people wind
up being insecure. They say, “Well, maybe
I'll be one of the people laid off.”

And as we move from big corporations to
small businesses being our main employers,
a lot of those big companies are laying people
off. Is that cause for despair? Not at all. Don’t
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you forget this, this is still the greatest coun-
try in the world. We've still got the strongest
economy. We're still producing more jobs.
We've still got the greatest ability to adapt.
We still do better at relating to one another
across racial and religious and ethnic lines
than any multifaceted country in human his-
tory. You should be optimistic about the fu-
ture.

But what it does mean is that we must
now nationally do what we tried to do here.
As a country we should be focused on grow-
ing our economy, maintaining our quality of
life, educating our people, and doing it to-
gether. There is a huge debate today about
what the Government in Washington ought
to be doing.

And you know, ever since the beginning
of this Republic, we've all loved to cuss the
Government, especially at tax time. Every
one of us can tell at least one, and sometimes
50, stories, that just prove beyond any doubt
that the Government would mess up a one-
car parade. [Laughter] But the truth is, if
you look over the 200-year history of this
country, we're still here, the longest lasting
democracy in human history, because most
of the time we did the right thing. Most of
the time we met the challenges of the day
and did the right thing.

Just parenthetically, I'll tell you, I wish all
of you could have been with me in Haiti a
few days ago to see all our young men and
women in uniform who revolutionized a
country that was mired in violence and did
it with barely a shot fired. Those young
Americans are the best that we have to offer.
And if we look at them and what works there,
that'll work for our country as well.

So now that I'm living in Washington in-
stead of down here with you, every day | hear
this big debate up there. And the popular
thing, of course, is just to talk about how the
Government would mess up a one-car parade
and tell everybody they're against it, and say,
let’s just cut everything. That's the new rage
in Washington, “If there were no Federal
Government, we’'d have no problem.” And
the old rage was that the Federal Govern-
ment could solve all the problems.

Well, based on my experience with you,
I would say both ideas are wrong and present
a false choice. The great things about this
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country are things that the Government can’t
reach. They have to do with how we behave
personally and with our families and our
communities and what we do in the work-
place.

But we need our Government as a partner.
And | have tried to say | believe with all my
heart, if you want us to do well in the 21st
century, we got to do four things: We've got
to have more jobs and higher income; we've
got to educate our people; we need a Gov-
ernment that is smaller and less bureaucratic,
that’s more oriented toward the future than
the past; and we have to have more security,
more security in a profound sense.

I am proud of the fact that since I've been
President there are no Russian missiles
pointed at the children of the United States
for the first time since the dawn of the nu-
clear age. But | also know that our security
is threatened when there is too much vio-
lence on our streets, too much violence in
our schools. Our security is threatened by
drugs. Our security is threatened by the
strains on families. And our security is threat-
ened when families who work hard and do
the right things by their children are mis-
treated and abused, and don’t have the
chances they need to support a better future.

So I'd like to say to you in front of this
library today, our country under Franklin
Roosevelt began to create a safety net for
the elderly. It was Social Security, and it in-
cluded Medicare later. We developed a cer-
tain safety net for poor people. But in the
future, if we are really going to become what
we ought to be, we need a commitment to
the middle class that will end this income
stagnation, that will end this increasing in-
equality. That is a safety net for all Ameri-
cans. And it is one word: education, edu-
cation, education.

Today the people who believe that every-
thing the Government does is wrong want
to cut everything, either to balance the budg-
et or to give a tax cut. Well, I'm for doing
both. We've reduced this deficit $600 billion
since I've been President. We're going to
have 3 years of declining deficits for the first
time since Harry Truman was President. |
am for cutting unnecessary spending. We
ought to do that.
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And | believe we ought to cut taxes for
people in ways that will raise their incomes
today and tomorrow. That's why | think the
best thing we could do is to give people a
tax deduction for the cost of all their and
their children’s education expenses after high
school.

But let me say, Arkansas is not where it
is today because we cut education. And if
we'd started investing in education and im-
proving education 10 or 20 years earlier than
we did, we’d be further ahead today. There’s
not a person in this audience who doubts the
truth of that statement. And therefore | say
to you: You should say to all of us, “Get that
deficit down. Get this economy going. Be fair
to American taxpayers, but do not cut edu-
cation.”

In the last 2 years, we have expanded Head
Start. We have given our schools the oppor-
tunity to meet national education goals and
still have more flexibility than the Federal
Government used to give them. We helped
States to establish apprenticeship programs
for young people who don’t go on to college
but who do want good jobs. And we have
dramatically expanded the availability of af-
fordable college loans with better repayment
terms to the young people of this country.
We have started the national service program
to give young people the chance to earn
money for college while working in their
communities. And some of our volunteers are
over here in the audience today. They've
worked with migrant workers in Hope.
They've helped to reduce school dropouts in
Texarkana. They've done a lot of really won-
derful things.

And there are people today in Washington
who think the answer to our problems is to
restrict the availability of student loans, to
cut Head Start, to reduce our commitment
to the national education goals, to destroy the
national service program, even, believe it or
not, to cut the school lunch program or to
eliminate the program to make our schools
safer and more drug-free.

My friends, this has never been a partisan
political issue. When we were in Little Rock
working on education, we had Republicans
and Democrats working on it together. Last
year and the year before, every piece of legis-
lation we passed for education in Washington
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had the support of Democrats and Repub-
licans. This has not been a partisan political
issue, and we dare not let it become one.
If we walk away from education when the
21st century depends upon what we know
and what we can learn, it will be just as dan-
gerous as it would have been for us to disarm
in the middle of the cold war. We didn’t do
that, and we shouldn’t do this.

So let me say in closing, you know, I'm
feeling a little sentimental today. I'm sitting
here wishing I could focus on the hundreds
of people I've already seen that I've walked
S0 many roads with. Those of you who were
working for me in 1982 in these 11 counties
in northeast Arkansas know that if it hadn’t
been for you then, | wouldn’t be here now
as President.

But let me say that in spite of all the senti-
ment and warm feelings | have, the main
thing | want to say is when I look at you,
I think you have good common sense. | think
you love your communities, and you love
your families, and you love this country. The
people I know up here have spent a lifetime
trying to make things better for their families
and their communities and their future. And
I am telling you that we can't afford senti-
ment today because we’ve got to make some
tough decisions.

Yes, we've got to cut unnecessary, waste-
ful, bloated Government. Yes, we have to get
things under control in Washington. I've
been working like crazy for 2 years to do it.
But we dare not in the information age be-
lieve that the answer to America’s growing
insecurity about jobs and incomes is to un-
dermine the very thing that will take us into
the 21st century still the strongest country
in the world, still the greatest country the
world has ever known, still the home of the
American dream that says no matter who you
are or where you're from, if you work hard
and play by the rules, you can live up to your
God-given capacities and your wildest
dreams. And that, my fellow Americans, is
education.

Now, the country needs that strategy. And
I ask you to support your Members of Con-
gress, to support the people here, and to re-
mind everybody that this is not rocket
science. This is basic. And this is America’s
future.
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I am delighted to be here. I'm honored
to have played a role in this library and all
the other things that are here at ASU. But
the most important thing that’s here at ASU
is the speaker who introduced me and all the
other students. They are our future. And all
of us had better decide that our first commit-
ment is to do right by them. If we do, the
rest of us will do just fine.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:55 a.m. at the
front of library. In his remarks, he referred to
Molly Mayer, president, Arkansas State University
student government; Eugene Smith, president,
Arkansas State University; John Trout, Jr., editor
and publisher, Jonesboro Sun; and Rodney Slater,
Federal Highway Administrator.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on Alaska’s
Mineral Resources

April 3, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:

I transmit herewith the 1994 Annual Re-
port on Alaska’s Mineral Resources, as re-
quired by section 1011 of the Alaska National
Interest Lands Conservation Act (Public Law
96-487; 16 U.S.C. 3151). This report con-
tains pertinent public information relating to
minerals in Alaska gathered by the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey, the U.S. Bureau of Mines, and
other Federal agencies.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
April 3, 1995.

Interview With Pat O’'Brien, Mike
Krzyzewski, and Quinn Buckner of
CBS Sports

April 3,1995
Mr. O’Brien. Good evening, Mr. Presi-

dent. How are you?
The President. Fine, Pat, how are you?

Mr. O’Brien. I'm fine. It sounds like
you're having a nice time back there watch-
ing the game.

Your thoughts, sir, on the first half?
The President. | can’t hear you, I'm sorry.
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Mr. O’Brien. That's okay, that happens.

Your thoughts, on the first half, sir?

The President. Well, I think that it's a—
I'm glad we're just one point behind. We
made a lot of unforced errors, and as you
were saying, UCLA had very quick hands.
They played great defense, and I'm looking
forward to an exciting second half.

I think that our team and their team—it’s
a wonderful game so far. But you've got to
give it to UCLA. They played great defense,
and they got a lot of very good shots on of-
fense. And | think that's why they're a point
ahead.

Mr. O’Brien. | know you've tried to watch
a few of Arkansas’ games this season. Do you
have any fingernails left? The games have
been such nail-biters throughout the tour-
nament.

The President. Yes, they always give us
a lot of thrills. Basketball is exciting enough
on its own, but they give us a little extra every
game. We try to have a cardiologist at every
watching party that we have. [Laughter]

Mr. Buckner. Mr. President, Quinn
Buckner. Did you fill out your brackets this
year?

The President. Did | what?

Mr. Buckner. Did you get a chance to
fill out the brackets at the beginning of the
tournament?

The President. No, | didn't, and | wish
I had. But | would have been wrong on all
accounts except | expected these two teams
to be in the finals. Otherwise, there were a
lot of surprises along the way.

Mr. O’Brien. Mr. President, we know
you're very athletic and earlier this week, on
Friday I think, you were in Haiti. And we
have some film, a tape of you shooting buck-
ets out there on the grass with some of our
good troops down there. And there you put
up a bank shot. I don’t know if you called
it or not. [Laughter]

The President. You've got to call that one.
[Laughter]

Mr. O’Brien. Then you shot around at Ar-
kansas State with Arthur Agee, from the doc-
umentary film “Hoop Dreams.” And Mike
Krzyzewski, who you rooted against last year,
is going to go over your form on this. He’s
going to telestrate your form.



